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16 July 1961

BELECTED STATEXENTS BY KHRUSHCHEV ON BERLIN

10 November 136& --S%peech ia Mosecow to a Polish delegatios

headed by Gomulka (speech in which Khrushchev met forth
sew «smjor propesals on Berlin):
"seelt iB time toc uunderstand that the davs when the
imperialists could act with impunity fros the position
¢f sirengti have gone beyond recall.... They caunot
forget tbhe geograpaical situation of West Germany
wiaich, under the present allitary techaiques, would
avt iast & day ia a wodern war....
“"No powers have the right to interfere in the iuteraal
affairs of and to dictate their will to the GDR....
"The signing of the German peace treaty would help
auraglize the whole situation in Geraany and in all
Aurope. The Hoviet Uaion has been proposing and
propuses to tackle this matter without delay....
"The Boviet Union, for its part, will hand over
tu the sovereias GLik those functions in Berlin which
are still exercized by Soviet organs. I thinx that
tais would be the courrect thing to do.

State Department review completed
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“Let the United States, France, and Britain form

their own relations with the GDR and come o an

agreement with her themselves if they are interested

in certain questions connected wiih Berlin. As for

the Soviet Union, we shall sscredly observe our obliga-

tions as allies of the GUR, that is, those obligations

which stem fram the ¥arsaw treaty and which we have con-

firmed to the GDE many times.

"Should any aggressive forces come out against the GDR,

which 1% an equal partner of the Warsaw treaty, then

we will consider it as an attack on the Soviet Union,

on sll the countries which belong to the Warsaw treaty....”
27 November 1858 --Saviet note to the US, UK, and France

stated that "the Soviet government finds it possible for

the question of Western Berlin to be settied for the

time being by making Western Berlin an independent, de-
militarized free city”; the Soviet Government 'proposes to
make o changes in the present prededure for military traffic
of the USA, Great Britain, and France from VWeat Berliin to

the FRG for half a year. If the above mentioned period is
not utilized to resch an sdeguate agreement, the Scviet

Union will thea carry out the planned measures....”

27 Japuary 1859 --Opening speech to Z2lst Congress of CPSBU:

*_..The German probiem would be fundamentaliy solved
with the conclusion of a peace treaty with Germany.
e T
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That would =mean & big step forward toward German
reuaification....

"A pemce treaty with Germany would alsoc serve to
scive the Berlin problem on a peaceful and democratic
Lasis and insure West Berlin's coanversion iﬁto a free
city with the necessary guarantee at‘nonintartare&ee
in its affairs. The UN organimation should be
deputized to e aforce this guarantee. We want aegotin-
tions on all these problexs so as to find a sensibile
solution for thea....

"Since there are two sovereign states today and meither
can be elimimated without touching off a world var,
Geraany's reunification can be achieved only through
negotiations between the GDR and the Federal Republic
of Gerwany. Taere is no other WRYeoes

"We have never objected to free slections. Rut again,

the issue must be settled by the Germans themselves...."

2 February 1980 --Khrushchev stressod to West Germas Anbassador 25X1

¥roll in Moscow that his Berlin proposal was not an ultisstum

and that the USSR was ready to examiane Western counterpro-

posals,

%
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17 February 1959 ~~fpeech at Tula:

.. o3ome Yosteru leaders say that should the land

routes to west Berlin be clomed, they would arrange

an airiift. The flixsiness of this attitude is

vbvious., For if m peace treaty is signed with the two
Gerann states, or with one of them--and the Boviet

tnion and soae other states which fought against Hitlerite
Germany are prepared to sigr such & treaty~-ihen the GDR
will acquire all the rights and wiil be bound by all

the obligations of a soverelign state. Aad these rights

of the GOR will be guaranteed by internstional law....”

7 udarch 1989 --Speech at Leipxig:

".e..The most reasonable way cut would be to sign a

pesce treaty with the two German republics, 1Ia the
present circumsiances that would he the aost correct
solution of the question. 7The signing of a peace treaty,
without altering aanything that came into being after

the war, by finally determining the existing situation
ia Central Europe, would represent a decisive step
toward norsalixing the ianterastional situation....
Heesodt would be better to sign the treaty witi the

two existiag (eraman states but should this aot take

place, we will sign a peace treaty with GDR. ...

e

Y e e
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"We stand for German unity, aad the German pecple
need it.” But reuanification, “though important, is

not a fundamental questicn....”

5 May 1959 --Iaterview with West German socialist editors:

".ss.Aud once &8 pesace treaty with the GDR has been

signed, the Western powers will lose their right to
keep their cccupation troops in West Berliin, as all
existing occupation statutes relating to Berlin will

cease to he valid....”

19 March 1959 --Press conference in Koscow:

"es.But since the note which contained ocur proposal for
the normalimation of the situation in Berlin was seant
on November 27, 1938, the six months period expires on
Way 27, thism year. But this is not an ultimatum, it is
an approximate date....

"Yem, I believe that the United Siates, Britain, and
France have lawful rights for their stay in Berlin.
These rights flow from the fact of the German surrender
as & result of our joilnt struggle against Nazi Germany.
But 14 ysars have elapsed since the end of the war,

and there is no need for the further occupation of
¥Yest Berlin....

“If the Western countries do not want to sign a peace
treaty with Germany, the Boviet Union will still sign
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a peace treaty with the GDR. The rights flowing

from the surrender of MNazi Germany, extending to

the territory of GOR, too, will then cease to operate....
“We do not intend to hurt the population of West Berlin
by abolishing their way of 1life, and that is why, by
agreenment with the Government of the GBR, we propose
thnt West Beriin saculd enjoy the status of a de-
militarized free city....”

19 June 1989 --Speech to East German delegation:

?...Wa bave never stated that the time limit iandicated
in our proposals was the main question, a2 question of

‘i’riuiﬂl‘. . - Q”

23 June 1959 ~~UE Embassy in Moscow reported that Khrushechev,

in a private conversation with Harrisan on 23 June, took
an uncompromising position on Berlin, boasted of Soviet
military strength, aand in sffect, warned that the UBRR
was prepared to face a showdown over the Berlin issue.
He bluatly asserted that the USSR was determined to
liquidate the West's rights in Berlin, and that if the
West insisted on perpetuating or prolonging its rights

in Beriin, this means war.

29 September 19359 --Answer to TASSE correspoadent, Koscow:

Tesdr. Eiseahower, the US President, correctly described

the essence of the agreement reached by us. We have
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indeed agreed that anegotiations on the Berlin issue
saould be resumed and that no time limit should be
fixed for them, but that they should not be protracted

indefinitely....”

i1 December 1959 --Speecih at Hungarian Party Congress:

“,..%e are doing ocur utmost to sake the Boviet pro-
posals acceptable. We do not impse them, but wilh
to resach agreeaent through negotiations, though we
have every right to sign a pesce tremty with the GIR
if the Governmeant of the Federal Republic of Germany
does not wish to sign & peage treaty....

“%e do not speed up a sciution of the probleam of West
Berlin, we set nc deadlines, present no ultimatums,
put at the sane time we will not relmx our eaergy in

striving for agreement with our allies...."

18 January 1960 --Kisrushchev told West German Asbassador Kroll

in Moscow that, when agresement was reached on disarmameat,
he was prepared to arrange for the total withdrawal of
Soviet forces from Poland and Hungary and at some later
siage even from iast Gersany. He declared that the "free
city" and peace treaty proposals were still the best sdlu-
tion for West Berlim, but ssid he was ready to consider

any other temporary arrasgement if the "occupation basis”

were ended, 25X1
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25 April 1960 ~-Bpeech in Baku:

5 My

"e«odf in spite of all our efforts, the Western powers
siow themselves unwilling to seek together with the
Soviet Union an mgreed solution of the question of a
peace treaty, aad, contrary to common senme, ignore
ihis question, then we shall of course go our own way
and will counciude a peace treaty with the German Deno-
cratic Republic....I sust wara such hothesds that
when appeal ig not made to right and law, whean force
is invoked, it is matural that force should be opposed
by the force of the other side....

"But West Berlin lies within the territory of the GDR,
and obviously when a peace treaty 1s signed, the GDR
will exercise scvereign right: over its entire state
territory. 1If, therefore, the Western powers should
aot wish to sign & peace treaty with the GDR, that
would not preserve for thea the rights on whose preser-
vation they iasist. They would thea obviously lose
the right of aceess to West Berlin by land, water, or

air‘..‘“‘

19690 -~Khrushchev speech to USER Supreme Soviet:

T+«. . Mpally, it should not be forgotten that the forces
of the Westsrn powers are stationed in West Berlin

i

{
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according to an agresment between the aliied powers

and nut at the reguest of the populatiom of West Berlin.
This fact removes any legal grounds from the attempt to
present the question of the presence of the forces of the
¥Western powers in West Berlin as a question which should
be sade dependent ou the opinion of the VWest Berlin pop~
ulation. If one wvere to take the interests of the Germans
intc consideratioa seriously, then under the present coh-
ditions, whes in West Berlin, which is situated in the
center of the GDR, there exists a regime differiag from
the GDR, the only true solution of the issue concerning

¥est Berlin would lie in its coaversion to a free city....”

20 May 1960 --Speech in East Berlin while en route to Moscow

from aboriive "summit' 1ia Paris:
“ ... Maturally the USSR and all peace-loving couatries
aow have tiie complete moral right to solve kis question
without further delay, by signing the peace treaty with
the GDR, thereby solving the West Berlin question. A
guestion arises: Has the tise come to conclude a peace
treaty with the GDR?....
“¥e believe that regardless of the disruption of the
suamit conference vy the forces of reaction, the ever
growing struggle of the peace-loving forces to strengthen
peace and settle disputed internmationxl questions by

wid -
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way of negotistions will be crowned by thelr viectory
over the forces of war and reaction. We believe that
the suamit coxference will take piace ia six to eight
sionths time. In these conditions it makes sense to
wait a little and to try, by joint efforts of all

the victorious powers, to find a solution to the ques-
tion, which has long been ripe, of signing a psace
treaty with the two sxifting Gersman states. Ve are
ot losing sight of the matter. let us wait till
tnings mmture morvre....

"Therefore, regarding the German peace treaty and

thus the gquestion of West Berlin, the existing =situa-
tion will evidently have to be maintained until the
neeting of the heads of goveranment whieh, it should be
assuned, will take place ip six to eight monthe' time...."

3 June 1960 ~-Press conference ia Nosaow:

" eeeTbviougly some people think that if there ix oo
suamit conference the guestion of concluding a peace
treaty with Gersany and solving the West Berlin problean
arising from it will be postponed indefinitely, If
such people exist, they are wrong...."

8 July 1960 --Press confersnce in Vienna:

"ess Il Wosmt Germany and the GDR and their goveraments
declared their neutrality, we would hold this the

b £ I i _
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greatest fortune for all peoples in the world. Ve
personally would hail and appreciate this asutrality....
"The best solution for Berlin is the solution of the
German question. The solution of the Gersan gquestion §
is the conclusion of & peace treaty with both Ger-
sanies. The Soviet Union and the socialist couatries
wiil sign this peace treaty, and thus the guestion of
West Beriin will be asutomaticslly sclved--West Berlin
as a free city. Aad sc I repeat for Jlir. Brandt: he
numt do everythiag he can to improve reiations with
Grotewohl, with Comrade Grotewchl and Comrade Ulbricht,
because, whatever happens, it is they with whom bhe will
have to deal because West Berlin is loeated on the ter-
ritory of the GDR, because all roads to Batlin pass
through GDR territory and there is no other soclution.
Perhaps when the Bundestag sssembles in Beriin, at the
same time & pmace treaty will be signed with East Ger-
aany, and thas sll Bundestag deputies will have to ob-
tain a viss from Grotewohl to be able to leave Berlin
for Boan.

4 August 19680 ~-Letter to British Prime Minister Macmillan:
"eeokf later, too, the Soviet Government does not

meet with understanding and if hiandrances are put in
the path of reaching agreement on these guestions,

©Ea
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then I amsure you, iir. Prime Niniater, that we shall ;
embark on the conclusion of a peace tresty with the
| GDR...."

4 October 1960 --Ebhrushchdv, in a conversation with Macmillan
on 4 Uctober 1960, agreed that a summit conference on

Berlin should not be held uatil the new US administration
wie firmly installed, and suggested February or Narch. Be
again repented his waraing on a asparate peace treaty.

25X1

18 October 1980 --Xhrushchev told West German Ambassador
Krcil in Nomcow that swmmit negotiations oun Berlin should
be held by April at the latest. He ruled out the pos-
s8ibility of delaying until the ¥Yest Germsn elections in

Septenber. He also inaisted on the permansat pature of
the Oder-Nelsse line and the necessity of a pesce treaty
with both Gernan states, waraing that a peace conference

would be calied to sign a2 ssparate treaty. 25X1
25X1

20 Cctober 1960 --Speech in Noscow:
"+..No sober politician expects that anyone will give

up or renounce the schievements of socialism in the
GOR, nor does anyons think that West Germany will today
renvunce 1ts political and social systems. ‘Therefore

-G
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it is necessary to give de facto recognition to the
situation that has already taken shape and to place

it on record in an appropriate treaty. This question
must be settled, aad it must apparently be settled in
1961. It is necessary, therefore, as we agreed with
the Western countries after the US brought about the
failure of the Paris conference, that no steps should
be taken which would have the effect of exacerbating
relations. We proposed & summit meeting after the pres-
idential election in the US so that fresh efforts
could be made to settle the issues in dimpute to reach
agreement on the conclusion of a pesce treaty with the
two German states and, under that treaty to solve the
question of West Berlin by making it a free city. We
abide by these positicas. But if another policy is
forced on us, the respoasibility for thim will reast
with the imperialist powers of the West....”

31 Deceaber 1360 ~-EKhrushchev told West Geraman aabassador

Kroll in Moscow timt the Berlin guestion must be raised,
but that as long as negotiations were inprogress nothing

would be done to alter the status of Berlin.

-13=
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§ January 1961 --Speech in Moscow:

"+e+.The positions of the United S8tates, Great Britain,
and France have turned out to be particularly vulaerable
in West Berlin. These powers are still trying to cling
to the old statutes...., It ia sssential to continue,
step by step, to bring the aggressive inperialist circles
to their seanses, to compel tham to take the actual posi-
tion into account, If they are stubborn, we will adopt
decisive weasures. We will goaclude a peace treaty
with the GDR Because we are fully deterained to insure
the conclusion of a peace treaty with Germany at last,
to do away with the oeccupational regime in West Berlin,
and, thus, to eradicate this splinter from the heart of
Eurppe.

9 March 1961 --Ambassador Thoapson reported that Kbhrushchev,

in a conversation with him om 3 Mavrch 1981, showed msome
ZTlexibility ia him discussion of the Beriin problem and
asgerted that the UBSR would provide any guarantees
necessary to preserve the iaternal situation in West
Berlin and assure the UB that its prestige would not
suffer as a result of a settlement. Ehrushchey re-
iterated his inteation to sign & peace treaty with the
GDR with & clause providing for a free city of West
Berlin if the ¥Yest did not Agree to a peace treaty with

both German states, dut he set no deadliine for action.

25X1
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23 May 1961 --Khrushchev sumnoned Ambassador Thompson to a

revue at the Ice Palace in Noscow for an impromptu discus-
sion of his then-fortheomiag aseting with President Xeunedy.
He warned that il the aeseting failed to arrive at an upder-
staunding on Berlin, the URSR would sign a separats treaty
with the GDR ia the fall or winter, after the West German
elections and probably after the Boviet party congress.

Such =& treaty, Khrushchev waraed, would sad Alilied oc-
cupation rights and mean East German coatrol of comsunica-

ticns between Herlin aad the Federal Republic. It would
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probably give rise to great teasion, but Khrushchev

ssid he was convinced that it would not lead to war.
German reunificatioan is impossible, he said, snd no
one=-~including De Gauile, Macmillan and Adenaver--really
waots it.

In response to a query from Thompson regarding access
rights once a separate treaty is signed, EKhrushchev said
frankly that access would be lapossible--except by agree—
ment with the GDR. He added that no overt move would be
ande against U8 forces already in West Berlin and that
the Soviets would not impose a blockade, but said that
“"they migat have to tightea their belts.” He said that
he wasm prepared to accept a temporary solution to the
probles of Berlin in order to give the Federal Repudblic
and the GDR time to negotiate. If, however, oo xgreemeant
were forthoomimg from such negotiations by the end of

a stipulated period, the UBER was prepered to conclude

~ G
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treaties with the two German states. He said he knew
that we would not agree to this, and he would sign a
geparate treaty. Khrushchev denied & solution to the
problems of a German peace treaty and Berlin could be
postponed as part of a "paokage proposal.” He repeated
that the problems ¢ould not wait, that they "spoil™

all US-UBBR relations. lNoreover, he said, an agreesent
on disarmament is impossible so long as the Berlin prob-
len exists. Fiaally, reverting to earliier Soviet pro-
posals for Berlin, Khrushbchev said that the USSR asks
to station only "syabolic" Soviet forces in West Berlin

and rejected Thompson's suggestion that it might be

feagible to arrive at an all-Berlin solution. 25X1
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9 June 1961 --Hendermon of the British Foreign Office noted

that Ebhrushchev and Nikoyan had sade the following polats
in receni talks with Ambassadors Thompson and Roberts:
(1) The UBSR now includes Adenauer among those Western
statemen it believed do mot desire German reunification;
(2) the USSR stipulates a Berlin solution ss & condition
for progress in disarmament; and (3) the UBBR stresses

settiement of the frontiers as the principal reason for

atteching urgeacy to a German settlement.

15 June 1961 ~--Radio-Television spesch reporting to Soviet
people on meeting with President Keaunedy:

", ..A peace treaty with Gersany is iadispeasible,
...there can be ao question of may new changes of
borders. VYest Berlin, which is situsted on GOR ter-
ritory will, after the signing of the peace treaty, be
free of all the conditions establimbhed as a resulit of
the capitulation of Hitler's Germany.... The granting
fto West Berlis of the status of a free city would mean
that all countries of the world wishing to mmintain
economic and cultural ties with this city would have
the right rnd opportunity to freely exercise these ties.
Of course, agreement would have to be reached withthe
country scross whose territory the comsmunications that

link West Berlin with the outside world pass.
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"If any country v:léhtn the peace and crosses the
borders -- groumd, air, or water — of amother it will
assume full responsibility for the consequences of the
aggression arnd will receive a proper reBuff....”

21 Juse 1981 --Speech in Noscow:
‘...Soviet pecple do not want war. That is precisely

why we are sesking to remove the cause of its outbreak.
For the sake of this we, togphher with other peace—

iiving states, will at the ;nd of this year sign a peace
treaty with the GDR...

“As for West Berlin, we propose the status of s free

city. Ve certaianly do not iatend to change the socisl

and political system of West Berlin. That is an internal
matter for its population. Neither the Soviet Union nor
the GDR intend to restrict contacts between West Periin
and all the countries of the world. But the sovereign
rights of the GIR, across whose territory communications
run between West Herlin and the outside world, must be
respected in secordance with international law....

"We propose to conclude a peace treaty with Gérmany which
would not curtail the rights and interests of any party,
which would not put some states atmm advantage over others.
The Soviet Union proposes marely to recognize the situation
which came into existence along ago, and which exists in
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actunl fadt. Ve propose de jure consolidation of

the existing frontiers of Germany.

‘Concerning those who are trying tc threaten us with
war if we sign a peace treaty with the GBR, they will

take upon themselves all responsibility for their sctions...."

4 July 1961 --Khrushchev told British Ambassador Roberts in

Moscow that he 13 williing to negotiate on Berlin, but that
the USSR will not begin where the Foréign Ministers left
off at Geneva in 1939, He emphasized the importance of
concluding & peace treaty this yesr, waraning that the USSR
has its own “prestige’ to comsider and cannot tolerate
what he described as Western efforts to block a "regulariza-
tion” of relsations between Moscow and the GDR. Xhrushchev
told Roberts that a separate peace treaty would terminate
access rights to West Berlin, forcing the US, UK, and
France tc megotinte directly with the East German regime.
Moscow would regard any attempt to push troops through the
GDR as am act of war and would support the Eust Germans.

25X1

8 July 1961 --Speech in Noscow:

T...One must call for peace, not to war. One must aot make
the atmosphere white-hot, not bring matters to a comflict.
Let us set around a table and discuss all questions calmly,

without resorting to threats. Ve propose that a peace

. T4
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cenference be called and we Shall come te it with our draft
troaty....

"We propose such a solution: That vest agriin be given the
status of a free city, that it be provided with 2 guarantée
by the four great powers~-tnited States, Britain, France,
and the Soviet Umiom, or by neutral countries, or by the
United Nations. If the Westeran powers have a better version
of guarantees, le¢t them propose it.

"It is quite natursal, however, that any decision on vVest
Beriin must take into sccount the fact that it 1is in the
center of a sovereign state, aad that ail commmnications

of West Berlin with the cutside world run aososs the terri-
tory of that stavte....

“The Soviet Union will be obliged to reach an agreement with
the GOR and those countries that wish to conclude a paace
treaty with this psace-ioving German state.” (TAS3's
versian of this sentence subsegquently broadcast in English
ress: “"The Soviet Union will be confronted with the need

of reaching sagreement with the GDR and the countries that
wish to conclude a peace treaty with the pesce-loving German
state.") "The procedure of siganing & peace trealy with the
GDR will adhere strictly to existing international practice
and custom. After the sigming of the treaty, the Soviet
Union will relingquish all obligations which it previously
has been fuifilling in respect to communications with West
Beriin....
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“"We shall sign a peace treaty and we shall give our armed
forces the order that any ng;riltor, should he raise his
hand against the Soviet Union or its Iriends, receive a

worthy rebuff....”

Approved For Release 2005/06/22+ CIA-RDP79S00427A000500040001-0




